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nals liable to Tranſporta- 
tion may be render'd not 
only Uſeful. but Honeſt 
Members of the P U B- 
LICK. 


Otwithſtanding, it is the Poli- 
cy of every State, to ſacrifice 
dhe incorrigibly Bad, to the 

> Preſervation of the Good : 

yet certain it is, that the Laws 
in England, are more ſevere againſt 
Theft, than the Nature of the Crime, fim- 
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ply deſerves ; ; and feem rather intended | 


to T errify, chan Puniſh. 


[It's düsen that i in ſuch a City As 
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duce them to it. 


7 geo 
a. SIT TOES 
> 


pl fy F, ” 7 Fo 7 
199 
„1 4 £36. 
a. A SF {ag 
. * N : 
3 1 „ MLY 
0 E 4 4 1 , 0 4  £ 2 
% 4 


This, there has always been great Num- 


bers of diſhoneſt Creatures, lurking 0 
prey upon the Induſtry of their Neigh- 


bours, and deprive them of their Goods, 
the rewards of their Labour, and that 
even our Laws ſo repleat with Terrors, 


have been often fruſtrated; witneſs, the 


great Execution of Felons for ſome Years 
paſt, which Yearly Increaſing ga”: 
Birth to the 'Tranſportation Act, to 1 


tigate their Severity. 'The two peut. 


chiefly propos d by that Act ſeem'd to 


theſe, Firſt, that without deſtroying, K. — 
Nation might in good meaſure be free d 
from ſuch Vermine: and next, that by 


being confin'd to Labour for a time in the 


Plantations Abroad, it might beget in 
them ſuch a diſpoſition to Induſtry, as 
would after its Expiration render them 
uſeful Members of the Publick. 

But the means found, to evade - that 
Law, and their Return before the expira- 


tion of the ſeveral Times, has engaged the 


the care of theLegiſlature, to prevent them. 
One ceaſes to wonder, that Felons 


ſhou d prefer the hazards of Hanging, to 
the Pains of Induſtry : but when one con- 


ſiders what ſort of Miſcreants they are, 
and what are the motives which firſt ſe- 
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” Ulenefs, „and Riot, when once habi- 
tual, but too ſoon are found, to produce 
ſuch Practices: for they not only plunge 


ſuch Wretches into the ſevereſt Wants, 


but farther Enervatc their Minds, which 
were not brave enough, to encounter Po- | 


verty with honeſt Labour. 
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* . ..: ſome unable to bear the reproaches of 
ounded Conſcience ſhall ſtupifie their 
vote with ſpirituous Liquors whilſt O- 
thers are ſeen to leave the World in un- 
ſpeakable Sorrow and Confuſion; The 
cenſideration of which, and, that by the 
Laws of God, 'Theft was not puniſhable 
with Death, occaſion many when robb'd 


(ſcrupulous of proſecuting) to fit down 


quiet ly with their loſs. So that unleſs 
uſtice is to be difarm'd of all its Terrors 
tis neceſſary that ſome effectual Expedi- 
e t be found out to bring every known 
Offender to Puniſhment ; for why ſhou d 
Thieves be ſuffer'd longer to flatter 
themſelves with hopes of Impunity or 
Intice others into their Gangs with Perſua- 


| fions that of Ten Fhefts committed hard- 


ly one is diſcover d and of ten diſcover d 
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ut what is moſt lamentable is (when | 
ice overtakes theſe unhappy Wretches) 
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ſcarce one is Proſecuted to Conviction; 


and that of three Convicted rarely above 


one is Executed, which ſmall hazard in 


their was of thinking is eaſily over bal- 


lanc'd with the Eaſe and Pleaſure they 


promiſe themſelves; and that the worlt 
which can happen, is but a Swing, a Wry- - 
neck, anda Moments . 
The Means, which I conceive might 
effectually anſwer the Purpoſes aforeſaid, 
and that I chooſe to offer now, the Sub- 
je& is under the conſideration of the Le- 
giſlature, are as follows... - : | 
That ſuch Felons (being Men) as are 
liable to Tranſportation, be confin'd in 


thoſe Parts of Great-Britain from whence 


we have our Rough-Stone and wrought- 
Iron, there to be manacled o Nights, Fet- 
terr'd by Day, and compell'd to work ei- 


ther at the Anvil or in ſawing Stone, Na- 


ked to the Waſte and uſed in the ſame 
manner as ſuch are uſed in the Raſp- 
Houſe at Amſterdam, and each Place or 


Work-Houſe, to be called the Hoſpital of 


Mercy. Their Confinement to be from 
Five, to Fourteen Years, as doom'd by 
the Court where they are Convicted, and 
after the expiration of ſuch their Terms 
they that work at the Forge ſhall be ob- 
lig d to make Hammers, Nails, Hoes, 
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- Hatchets, and other Iron-works fit for 


the Plantations, till they are able to get an 
honeſt livelihood by the Smith's Trade; 
and in other places. where there are Stone- 
Quarrys, to hack and hew the Stone into 


form fit for the Builder's uſe c. And 


when at any one of theſe Places, their 


Labour ſhall have overpaid the Expence 


of their Settlement, a convenient Num- 


ber of them ſball be drawn - off, to Other 


places of the ſame Buſineſs, where their 
firſt Imployment ſhall be, to build a ſtrong 
open Work-Houſe for themſelves, and 


that all Aiders and Abetters of Eſcapes out 


of ſuch faid Hoſpitals be puniſhed as ſuch 
who help Felons out of Prifon. And 


| that for the preſervation of their Souls, 
2 Curate ſhall be appointed to each Ho, 
pital to Read Prayers, Morning and Even- 


ing, and to Preach on Sundays, and on 
Holidays, Repentance and Amendment 
of Life; and a Surgeon likewiſe be orderid 


to take care of their Bodily Health, and to 
adviſe when, and what Part of their Work 
ought to be abated. = 0 OY 


'As for Felons that ſhall be found Aged 


or Infirm, they ſhall be appointed to work 


at Imployments leſs laborious, as Card- 


| ng of Wool Oc. in ſuch Hoſpitals, and 


under 
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under ſuch Regulations as aforeſaid. 
The Female Felons ſhall be kept by 
themſelves, in Hoſpitals likewife Regu- 
lated as aforeſaid, only not ſtript to the 
Waſte as the Men, but employed in Card- 
ing of J/ool, winding of Yarn, or ſuch 
Works as ſhall be deem'd moſt proper for 
—_ EAT: -e- „ 
And laſtly, for thoſe of either Sex; that 
ſnall be found Incorrigible under ſuch 
Diſcipline it is propoſed that they ſhall 
be exchanged, Two for One (if neceſſary) 
of ſuch of our uſeful but unhappy Country- 
men, as are, or ſhall be, at any time here- 
after taken, and carry d into Slavery, in 
Foreign Parts. And upon the whole III 
venture to infer, that was Theft only pu- 
niſhed with Labour, and ſuch kinds of 
Slavery, that every one would think him- 
ſel? bound in honour to Proſecute a Thief 
as readily as he would help to deſtroy a 
Wolf; and on the other hand the fear of 
ſuch kinds of Puniſhment joyn'd to the 
diſpair of eſcaping, would inſpire the In- 
digent with Thrift and Induſtry ſufficient 
to maintain them above any kind of neceſ- 
ſity to Pilfer and Steal from their Neigh- 
bours, and conſequently prove a good ſe- 
curity ta the Perſons, and Properties of 
the Subjects in general, and better to thoſe 
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Inhabiting within the Bills of: Mortality 
in particular, than if Thouſands were ad- 

ded to the Number of their Watchmen. 
The former Manner of Branding Thieves 
on the Cheek is happily laid aſide, as it 
excluded them the Society of the Juſt, 
and left them deſtitute thereby of the 
means of getting an honeſt livelihood : But 
8 managed, as an Act of Mercy, 
y flow, ſevere, and yet effectual Methods, 
will bring Criminals to a Senſe of their 
Crimes, and beget in them ſuch a habit 
of Induſtry as in the end will make them 
uſeful to the Commonwealth. * 
And laſtly tho the Labour of ſuch Fe- 
lons ſo employ'd will in a little time over 
pay the expence of maintaining them, yet 
as ſome Money will be neceſſary to ſet ſuch _ 
an Undertaking on Foot, I ſhall propoſe 
the raiſing any Sum neceſſary to it in the 
following manner. 

Let a proper Perſon be appointed in 
every Pariſh in England, and Wales, to 
attend every Pariſhioner in order for a 
Subfeription for ſuch a ufeful undertaking 
once in every Year ; and the Money ſo 
raiſed to be paid at ſome convenient Place 
in each County, to ſome proper Perſon 
appointed, to be by him remitted at ſmall 
expence to ſome Office erected in London 

for that purpoſe and to be from thence 
- diſtributed as Occafion ſhall require. 
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And as an Expedient ſo full of Mercy | 
will engage the Charity of all ſuch 


1 aãlãʒas are truly religious, ſo its being ef- 
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fectual too, will no leſs meet with Sub- 
feriptions from thoſe that only regazd 

the preſervation of their Properties, all 
which will needs raiſe any Sum neceſ- 


ill Conſequences may happen (from Inflict- 
ing any kind of Slavery on free born Sub- 
jects) which in time may affect our Liber- 
ties, I hall anſwer ſueh groundleſs ſuppo- 
fitions with a matter of Fact. The Dutch | 
having obſervd frequent Larcenies to 
have been committed amongſt them; in 
the Year 1595 converted the Cloyſter of 
the Clarys in Amfterdam into a. Raſp- 
Houſe, and therein confined Thieves to 
hard Labour, and yet after 132 Years 
Trial, have never found that ſuch their 
exemplary Juſtice has occaſioned the leaſt 
Infringement of the Liberties of their ho- 
neſt Subjects, or had other conſequences 
than effectually to clear. their Country of 
'Thieves, and ſecure to the People a much 
greater {hare of freedom and ſafety than 
formerly. they had, both-as to their Perſons 
and Eſtates, and why ſhould Ve fear any 
worfe confequences from Confining 1 
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fary to it. But as ſome may object, that 


lons to hard Labour at home; in reſpect _ 
to our Liberties, than we find at preſent 
from Tranſporting them abroad, to our 
Plantations? Jam. v, 20. He that con- 
 vwerteth the Sinner from the error of bis 
Mays, hall ſave a ſoul from death and 
Hall hide a multitude of Sins. 


AS wwe Tixes of all Capital Offenders | 
n become forfeit by the Laws of their 
Country, ſo the Bodies of ſuch as ſhall be 


Executed may ſtill be made uſeful to 
| E (( 2 


The Bodies allow'd by Act of Parlia- 
ment being found inſufficient for the ex- 
penſive Practice of Anatomy, occaſions 
the barbarous cuſtom of digging up dead 
Bodies, after decent Interment, from whoſe 
Corruption we run the manifeſt hazard of 


Contagious Diſtempers; and the frequent 5 
Riots at Tyburn, cauſed by the attempts? | 
of Surgeons to procure Bodies not allowed ; 
| them by Law is ſuch an Inſult on the Peace 


and good Order of Society, as loudly calls 
JJ on # 
It is propoſed therefore, that ſuch 
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as notwithſtanding the Expedients above- 
mention'd fhall be doom'd to the Gallows, 
their Bodies after Execution ſhall be made 
liable to be purchas d by any Surgeon on 
the following Conditions. 
1ſt, That after the Surgeons Company 
have choſen the Body allowed them by Law 
that then any private Surgeon be at liber- 
ty to purchaſe any other he ſhall pitch up- 
on, paying 20 5. And that the firſt Bidder 
according to a Regiſter book kept for that 
purpoſe be the Buyer, and further, to 
prevent Riots at the Place of Execution, 
the Bodies ſhall be brought back again to 
Priſon after they are Executed, by the 
Sheriffs Officers, from thence to be deli- 
ver d by the Jai-keeper to the, Parties 
which are to receive them. Provided al- 
ways, that notwithſtanding ſuch Price + 
pay d by any Surgeon for any ſuch Bodies, 
that the Relations of any of the Bodies 
aforeſaid, paying Five Pounds per Body, 
may bury them themſelves, out of which 
5 Pounds ſo Paid, the Surgeon ſhall be 
allow'd back his 20 s. depoſited as afore- 
aid, and the remainder ſhall be apply'd to 
buy Coals and other neceſſaries for ſuch 
as ſhall remain in Priſon. 5 
The Women of Sparta being much ad 
dicted to Self-Murther, Senate the from 
their avow'd Modeſty wiſely found means 
to 
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to remedy that Evil, by making a Law, 

enjoyning the Bodies of all ſuch as ſhculd 
deſtroy themſelves to be expoſed naked 
on a Hurdle, and drawn publickly thro all 
the Streets of their City; which prov'd ſo 
effectual; that only one was known to of- 
fend afterwards ; and as Death it ſelf is 
hardly more terrible to the Minds of Cri- 
minals than the apprehenſions of being diſ- 
ſected, ſo, were the Bodies of all Executed 
Felons, made liable to Diſſection it would 
reduce the number of Felons, and in a 
manner greatly prevent ſuch pernicious 
Offences and for the Incorrigible which no- 

thing but the Gallows can reſtrain, their 
Bodies when executed being liable to 
Diſſection, will effectually ſupply the de- 
mands of our Surgeons, and wholly pre- 
vent the Inhuman Cuſtom of Stealing 
dead Bodies after decent Interment, a Vil- - 
lany which otherwiſe may be practiſed on 
the Body of the deareſt Friend or Rela- 
tion of any Perſon whatever. : 
But to conclude, were Criminals (as 
has been propos d) confined to hard La- 
bour for a term of Years, as Idleneſs and 
Riot, with the Inticements of their Com- 
panions at firſt ſedue d them, ſo their being 
divided from all ſuch Companions unleſs 
in Miſery Inur'd to Work, and * 
1 | one 
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honeſt Imployment able to maintain them 
whilſt the ſeverity and durance of their 
Puniſhment would naturally inſpire ſuch 
laſting Impreſſions of Terror, as all the 
eaſy moments of future Life would not 
be able to efface ; It would needs anſwer 
the great end propos d 21g. to make 
Rogues honeſt, as well as uſeful Members 
of the Public. 


And as the great Profits ariſing from the 
labour of Criminals in enlarging the Iron 
Trade, the better to ſupply Foreign 
Markets, and in ſawing and hewing of 
Stone for the Builders uſe, Oc. fo allowing 
for the Beauty and duration of Buildings; 
Houſes will be erected much cheaper with 
Stone than with Brick. And as their Earn- 
ings will ſoon. overpay their Expences, fo 
the ſurplus and the Money that will con- 
tinue to be ſubſcribed as aforeſaid, may 
be apply'd to the Rewards of apprehend- 
ing Highwaymen (5c. or to what other 
uſes ſhall be deem'd proper. „ 


And laſtly, as the making Executed 
Criminals, liable to Diſſection, will great- 
ly deter ſuch otherwiſe Audacious Vil- 
lians from the frequent perpetration of 
Mom the In- 

corrigible 


ſuch pernicious Offences, ſo 
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corrigible that ſhall neceſſa 
ed, the Surgeons may be ſufficiently ſup- *® 
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rily be Execut= *# 


ply'd, and then only can we be ſure the 


Virtuous ſhall peaceably 


Sleep in thoſe 


Graves in which they were honourably 


Inter d. 
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